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Fall Survey 
By: Cristian V 
 

Thank you to the people 

who answered my  

survey!! 
 
These are the favorite sea-
sonal pies!! 

First place is Apple pie  

Second place is Pumpkin pie 

Third place is Pecan pie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Here are the  
“Top 5” movies: 
 

Halloween Movie: 24 people  

Goosebumps: 9 people  

HalloweenTown: 6 people  

Hocus Pocus: 5 people  

Coraline: 4 people  
 

 
Now for the top 5 favorite fall 
activities!! 

 

Pumpkin Carving: 12 people  

Corn Mazes: 12 people  

Haunted Houses: 10 people  

Trick or Treat: 6 people  

Thanksgiving: 5 people  
 

 

 

 

 

Have an idea for our next 

seasonal survey?  

 

Write me a letter @Cristian in 

Room 201 

 

 

S e p t e m b e r   5 t h ,   2 0 1 8 
 

 According to Eyewitness News, a fifteen year old student was a victim 
of gun violence outside of a high school. He was a local Providence        
student who was shot around 2:00 pm on the second day of school, after a 
fight on Westminster and Fricker Street. 
 
 The Superintendent said that this is not a “schools safety issue” but 
more like an issue related to street violence. There was a memorial made 
for the student to honor his memory. According to the news reports, 
about a mile down from the school another sixteen year old boy was 
found with a gun inflicted wound. Reports say that he shot himself and 
when he is out of the hospital he will be on trial for murder and charged as 
an adult. 
 
 A high school family friend who wanted to stay anonymous, told us the 
school was not the same after the shooting. The high school students were 
“very emotional the next day and no one really smiled or joked”. Our 
source also said school was “very quiet” that day. 
 
 For the kids who were having trouble taking in this tragedy, Mayor  
Elorza set up counseling groups for the students to talk to people and let 
out all the things going through their heads.  
 
 
___________________________________________________________ 

Teacher Contract 
 

 

 The Mayor of Providence, Jorge Elorza, has yet to give the Providence 
teachers a contract. Their old contract expired about two years ago. The 
problem with the contract being expired is that according to the          
Providence Patch, the teacher’s are on “work to rule” which means    
teachers only work for what is under their  
contract.  
 
 This means they can not do anything they don´t get paid for. For       
example, running school dances, parent teacher conferences, after schools 
activities, or anything that would help bring the whole community          
together. According to WPRI, the Providence Teachers Union is  trying to 
make a negotiation with the Elorza administration. There are still no      
updates on this. 

Local News 
              
              By: Johann P. & Rose G. 



Hurricane Michael & Hurricane Maria 
By: Jandel M 

 

  The monstrous Hurricane Michael makes landfall at speeds of 155 mph and turns into a 
tropical storm while heading to the Carolinas. Also, the category 4 hurricane has hit Florida and 
the patrol and police are working to rebuild and help everyone. The hurricane is going to hit the 
Carolinas and the Carolinas are still rebuilding everything since hurricane Florence this past    
August. 

 
  It has been 1 year since Hurricane Maria has killed an estimated amount of 3,000 people. 
It is known as the worst natural disaster on record. Currently, Hurricane Michael has caused 
50,000 people to evacuate. According to recent numbers from CNN, Hurricane Michael has killed 
36 people. 

 
  The comparison between Hurricane Michael and Hurricane Maria is that Maria destroyed 
an entire island, and the death count was extremely high. Also, Michael was category 4 and    
Maria was a category 5 hurricane. Maria is considered the deadliest Atlantic hurricane since  
Hurricane Jeanne in 2004. Thankfully many popular Latin singers and celebrities like Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Daddy Yankee, Jennifer Lopez, Pitbull and others donated and helped run campaigns to 
raise money for Puerto Rico disaster relief. 

 
As you can see, Hurricane Michael and Hurricane Maria were both very damaging and 

intense for everyone affected, and there is a long road to recovery for both. 
 

  Hurricane Maria   

       Wacky Weather         

By: Cayden A and Abner M 
 
   Since September, we have been getting some weird weather lately. We have been getting rain, low temperatures, and 
high temperatures. There has been a lot of rain lately. There haven't been any sunny days. For some reason, on Wednesday, 
October 10th, it was 81 degrees Fahrenheit, IN THE MIDDLE OF AUTUMN! 
 
Will the weather through the year get worse? 
Scientists think that we will be getting warmer years. At the same time, scientist say that we will be receiving heavy rain and 
heavy drops of snow. If we will be receiving warmer years, there is a very high chance we will get more hurricanes. The past few 
years, houses have been destroyed and lives have been taken. More people are becoming homeless. In 2017, the category 5 
hurricanes, Irma, Harvey, and Maria, were the worst hurricanes to hit in many years. The worst hurricane that hit Rhode Island 
was in 2007, Hurricane Noel. The damage across America last year cost about $260 billion. That is a lot of money.  
 
What do you think about the weather we have been having? 
Cayden´s Response: I think that this weather is weird. Although we must accept the wet days, parts of the world don´t get 
any rain. Instead, they have droughts. BUT, if we have too much rain, there is a high chance that we may get floods. Floods are 
dangerous. They can cause lots of damage. I also think that since we are getting warmer years, I think global warming is going to 
be going on, and there more chances of getting a hurricane. 
 
Abner’s Response: I think that this weather is chaotic now. Weather can’t go on like this. We won’t be able to handle this. Glob-
al warming and hurricanes will not be good. So, the weather is going crazy! First, it gets hot then cold, humid then rainy. The 
thing is, hurricanes like Michael are still happening right now, and Hurricane Michael has caused 8.1 billion in damage. Wow. 
 
Well since we will be receiving more rain and snow, everybody get your coats ready, gloves, winter gear, and rain gear on. It is 
almost winter and you should always be prepared for harsh weather. Cayden and Abner out!! 
 

— Tell us what you think about the weather! 
Write a letter and send it to ROOM: 201, Period 1!!! We will give shout outs!!! 

 

    Hurricane Michael 



 

  On July 11th ,2018, Brett 
Kavanaugh was accused of  
sexually assaulting Christine 
Blasey Ford, a professor at Palo 
Alto University, 36 years ago 
when she was a sophomore and 
he was a   senior in high school 
at a  party. Brett Kavanaugh has 
been saying the accusations are 
false because he was not at that 
party.  
 
We have came across some 
new information, and remember 
there are  always two or more 
sides to a story. There is evi-
dence that Brett Kavanaugh 
wasn´t the only person at the 
party. Ford is still claiming that it 
was Kavanaugh and that Mark 
Judge was there to witness  
everything. Ford is claiming that 
the only reason she didn't say 
anything this whole time was 
because she was scared. 
 
Ford has no evidence pointing 
out that Brett Kavanaugh was 
the person that sexually assault-
ed her. When Ford went to court 
she gave out everything she 
remembered, even though it 
wasn’t a lot of evidence. When 
Brett Kavanaugh showed 
his  High School calendar from 
1992 where it had all his events, 
there wasn’t anything written 
saying he would go to the  party. 
Ford said that Mark Judge was 
there to witness the situation 
that Brett was the person and 

that he shouldn’t be selected to 
the supreme court. Almost all 
the information Ford gave didn’t 
match anything that Brett was 
saying. At this time they have 
still not found the evidence after 
a 7th investigation by FBI, Ford 
gave them to prove that Brett is 
guilty. 
 
Stay with us to find out who is 
telling the truth or who is  lying... 
 
Update: Kavanaugh was con-
firmed to the Supreme Court 
with a close vote of 50-48. 
 

   SHAILIN & KARISHLEY 

 

 

The Kavanaugh Case Vic Mensa 
disses 

xxxtentacion 
at BET Awards 

 Vic Mensa disses 20 
year old Xxxtentacion 
that died on June 19, 
2018 in front of grieving 
mother at BET awards. 
He did a freestyle about 
Xxxtentacion’s  alleged 
domestic abuse charg-
es against  Geneva 
Ayala that  happened 2 
years ago. After the 
backlash Vic then goes 
to Instagram and says 
‘’who wants to fight‘’. 
 
Vic then gets called out 
by Trippie redd, DJ 
Scheme, adam22 and 
many more. He later 
apologized saying 
“recently I did a free-
style for the BET 
awards cypher address-
ing and condemning 
rappers who abused 
women and those who 
stand up for them and 
even called them      
legends.  

 
I stand behind those 
statements. It was pre 
recorded weeks ago 
and I had no idea a 
grieving mother would 
be in the audience to 
honor her lost son.  
 
I never intended to dis-
respect her and I offer 
my deepest condolenc-
es for her loss at the 
hands of gun violence. 
However, I vehemently 
reject the trend in hip 
hop to champion abus-
ers.  
 
I will not hold my tongue 
about it I don’t care 
about getting attention I 
care about bringing 
awareness and holding 
people accountable for 
their actions’’. 
 

    ANGELINA 

What’s New on TV? 
 
If you love movies and tv shows like I 
do, well this article is just for you!  
 
This  is about two new TV shows coming 
up around this season and it shows infor-
mation you might like. I recommend these 
two TV shows  because they’re really 
good. Check it out! 
 

“Legacies” is coming out on October 25th, 
2018. Legacies is a spin-off of “The Origi-
nals” and “Vampire Diaries”. There's a 
character named Klaus that is an 
“original”, an original is one of the first 
vampires. These vampires were the first 
vampires alive. 
 

In total there were seven  Originals but 
one of them was born a witch in the 
“Vampire Diaries”. Legacies follows some 
of our favorite characters’ children as they 
start their own adventures at The Salva-
tore School for the Young and Gifted. 
 

“Charmed” Released 10/14/18 

Mel and Maggie Vera are sisters whose 
mother died, and suddenly they get anoth-
er surprise - an older sister! They never 
knew she existed before. After dealing 
with so much stress they start showing 
some new abilities. They find out that they 
are powerful witches and they begin to 
learn how to live with their new powers. 
 
This is the first season of this show and it 
airs on Sunday nights.  
 

 

Both of these shows are fiction. These TV 
shows can be found in The CW. The CW is 
a network but they have their shows 
online like Hulu. The CW is free you could 
watch anything that's available in it. 
 
I hope you check it out! 
 
        JESSICA B 

 



The Boston Red Sox 

win the             

World Series!! 

The Boston Red Sox finished 

off the season with 108 wins 

and 54 losses, ranking first in 

the AL East division. Steve 

Pearce was named MVP for 

2018.  

Game 1: Dodgers 4—Sox 8 

Game 2: Dodgers 2—Sox 4 

Game 3: Sox 2—Dodgers 3 

(18 Innings! Longest in World 

Series History)  

Game 4: Sox 9—Dodgers 6 

Game 5: Sox 5—Dodgers 1 

#Damagedone  

Fun Fact:   Did you know 

that Ms. Lucier’s uncle, 

Lou Lucier, was a pitcher 

for the Red Sox in the 

1940’s? Look up his stats! 

Sports Report 

Soccer Update      
By: Idalia & Mariela 

Lionel Messi suffered an arm injury 
in Barcelona's win against Sevilla 
and will be back on the field in 
about 3 weeks after being ruled out 
from El Clasico.  

On Sunday, October 28th Barcelo-
na won 5 - 1 against Real Madrid. 
Barcelona had 2 yellow cards and 
Real Madrid had 2 as well. Barcelo-
na with 17 fouls and Real Madrid 
with 14. Neither team received a 
red card.  

Barcelona had 2 off sides and Real 
Madrid had 4 off sides. Barcelona 
had 4 Corner Kicks and 2 for Real 
Madrid, 3 Saves for Barcelona and 
3 for Real Madrid.  

Dragon Sports 

The girls soccer team won 4—1 

against Nathaniel Greene on their 

first game of the season. The 

boys had a thrilling game ending 

with a 2—2 tie. Go Dragons!  

 

GSMS Soccer Schedule 

 11/2 vs. Greene    

 11/5 vs. Rogers    

 11/7 vs. DelSesto   

 11/8 vs. Broadway (boys only)

 11/9 vs. Hopkins (boys only

 11/13 vs. Bishop   

 11/16 vs. Cuffee   

 11/19 Playoffs    

 11/20 Finals 

Football season is here! 

Which NFL team is your favorite? 

Let’s hear from a few of our teach-

ers and administration: 

New England Patriots fans: 

Orellana, Sutherland, Conway, 

Villiard, Hartnett, Krapf, Bonneau, 

Desrosiers, Nicynski, Connolle, 

and many more! 

Mr. Doucette… Cowboys 

DiMuccio: “I don’t have a favorite” 

Miss Forte, Mr. Forte and Mr. 

Reyes are NY Giants fans 

 

Write back to us and we’ll feature 

your favorite teams’ stats in our 

next issue!! 

GSMS: Beat the Streets 

Join us for wrestling, our doors 

are open to anyone! 

Tuesdays & Thursdays from   

2:45 pm — 5 :00 pm 

 

Basketball 

The Milwaukee Bucks  are currently 

leading in the Eastern Conference 

with 7 wins and 1 loss. 

The Warriors are in the lead in the 

Western Conference with 8 wins 

and 1 loss. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

  Fortnite is a popular game and it's one of the most 
played video games on the planet. Some of the devices you 
can play on  Xbox One, Ps4, Nintendo switch, and Pc or Lap-
top. Some of you guys might wonder what Fortnite is... It's 
a battle royale which is a pvp game where there are 100 
players who are battling till they are eliminated. With new 
people joining everyday they add new Game Modes, Play-
ground Mode LTM (limited time mode), Sniper shootout,   
Shotguns only and a couple other new game modes.  

 
Fortnite was not always so popular!  Did you know 

it originally came out in 2011? A little secret is Fortnite was-
n’t always a famous battle royale game and one point it was 
just save the world if you dont no what save the world is it 
is a multiplayer game where you can trade other players 
weapons and make bases and fight against zombies. In this 
next picture you can see back when Fortnite was just be-
coming the game it is today. 

 

   
 

  Fortnite was created  in 2011 by Timmy Sweeney, 
Mark Rein, Adrian Chmielarz, Andrzej    Poznański and 
Michał Kosieradzki. As most of us know Fortnite just came 
out with a new gamemode called dancing! Disco domina-
tion is a game where you have to dominate sections of the 
map by dancing on disco platforms as the disco ball rises to 
the top of the roof. It's also soaring, that is where you have 
access to your glider at all times from high places so you 
can get around the map pretty fast.  

 
Lots of people say Fortnite is dying, and it's true 

people may be moving on but it’s still very popular. Recent-
ly, other games like Bo4 are catching up in popularity.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Fortnite just came out with the new season six and here are 
some things they have added, they have  added: some very 
cool and funny skins to Fortnite in the battles pass (battle 
pass is where you can buy skins but you have to gain xp to 
get skins and in return you get ingame money called 
vbucks.)  
 
Fortnite has also added a new quadcrasher  in season six. 
They added a new motorbike called a quadcrasher. The 
quadcrasher is a motorcycle that you can use to eliminate 
players. If you hit the player with the motorcycle they die of 
fall damage and can be a great way take down structures 
and great to travel anywhere fast. 
 

One very important fact is that if you go to loot lake you 
will see the island that used to be in the middle of the lake 
is now floating in the sky with a tornado that is lifting it and 
it sometimes moves around the map but recently it has 
broken apart The cube that was in the last season has left 
marks on the map and they have these mini cubes that are 
scattered around the map they make you invisible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Here are a few fun facts: 

Fortnite was at one point a 4 engine game. 
 

Fortnite battle royale copied PUBG. 
 

Fortnite is currently the number 1 game 
 

A couple down sides are Hackers are rising and 
starting to hack the game so that they can have cool 
skins/costumes or aimbot or GM but some of these 
modders are beginning to be banned. 

 
Fortnite is a game that is updated weekly 

 

Fortnite! 
By: Cesar & Ardenis 



 

What’s going on at GSMS? 

Unity Day & Canned Food Drive 

What is Unity Day and why do we celebrate it? 

I interviewed Ms. Amadio and she said, “Unity Day,   
October 24th, is when the whole nation comes together to take a stand 
against bullying. Students wear orange for support.’’ 
 

Why do we do the canned food drive? 

“We do the canned food drive to help other families.  Mr. Sutherland has  
donated turkeys every year to go along with each basket. The baskets are   
distributed to families at our school.” 
 

She also mentioned that the other canned goods are donated to local charity 
centers, soup kitchens, etc… 
 

Mr. Alan Shawn Feinstein and Mr. Sutherland have had a friendship 
and  partnership for over 30 years in the Providence School Department. One 
of Mr. Feinstein's campaigns is the Anti-Hunger Campaign. Gilbert Stuart has 
always been a part of this campaign.  
 
Mr. Feinstein will donate $1.00 per canned good to our school (up to $1,000) 
for every canned good that is donated. 
 

What types of food are we trying to collect? 

“We are looking for traditional canned good items to be used for a  
Thanksgiving dinner: gravy, cranberry sauce, any vegetable, stuffing, brownie 
or baked good mix, and more.” 
 

How many did we collect last year? 

Last year, we collected over 1,600 canned goods and made over 30 baskets, 
thanks to faculty/staff and Mr. Sutherland's donation of turkeys.  Mrs. Motta 
also donated many bags of canned good items from Save-A-Lot. 
 
                                  ANGELINA H. 

 
Ms. O'Connell's period 3 
Publications class  
partnered with Molly  
Allard at The Northern 
Rhode Island Conservation 
District and Amelia Rose at 
Groundworks Rhode  
Island. They learned about 
how essential trees are 
and identified them at the 
tree nursery on Sprague 
Street.  
 
Today we planted the 
Rhode Island state tree on 
the campus of Gilbert   
Stuart Middle School!  
 
Can you guess what type 
of tree it is?    
______________________ 
  
Hint: It has red leaves and 
five points 



I went to the Monster Bash as a 

reporter and interviewed some 

students and enjoyed the dance! 

 

Decorations 

The decorations were nice. There 

were fake spider webs all over 

the lockers, two huge inflatable 

dragons, and some stickers. 

 

People 

More than 100 students attended 

the dance. The students were 

having a good time dancing with 

friends, talking to each other and 

more. There were twenty or more  

people wearing costumes. I saw 

someone wearing a banana  

costume, a  princess etc. Mostly 

7th graders were there but other 

than that all the other grades 

were there. 

 

Interview 

Some people told me that they 

were upset there wasn’t a DJ. 

Other people said that they want 

more dances throughout the 

year, and they missed having the 

teachers there. Some students 

mentioned it would be cool to 

take song requests from the actu-

al students if there’s a DJ next 

time. One person said that if they 

were going to do another dance, 

to do a nice  Valentines dance to 

dress up. People said that they 

enjoyed the snacks that they 

were  given. Overall they had fun. 

 
                            IDALIA C. 

 

Our Choices Program partner  officers 

from the Department of Corrections,   

Officers Michael Rousseau and Miguel 

Santiago, came to GSMS to speak with 

7th graders about making good life  

choices. They'll be travelling to other 

Providence middle schools as well. 

Thanks Ms. Lucier for  coordinating this 

for our students! 

Halloween Dance 2018 Choices Program 

Thanks to Turnaround Arts, and the NAMM Foundation, the music room now has 30 

brand new keyboards and guitars as well as keyboard stands and music stands! We are also 

using drum circles to learn how to work together and build community.   

 

Turnaround Arts is based on 6 pillars.  Pillar #1 is the Principal, Pillar #2 is the Arts Specialists, 

Pillar #3 is Classroom Teachers, Pillar #4 is Teaching Artist (this year our artist is Alfrie 

Woodard), Pillar #5 is Families, Community and District, and Pillar #6 is a Comprehensive 

Strategic Approach.  Pillars 5 and 6 are important because we need parents and other   

community members to support us as we use the arts as a vehicle to help our students 

achieve in school.  Raising test scores, improving attendance and getting parents and     

families involved with our school are three of our biggest goals. 



 

R U N   A N D   T E L L   T H A T . . .  

On October 11th we interviewed Ms. Jarvis 

the art teacher about the school's musical 

¨Hairspray Jr¨. We asked her how she feels about 

this years musical,  ¨Well I'm really excited to have 

Hairspray for the musical there is a lot of help from 

the administration. I'm trying to do promotional 

making, big things, we are trying to get many kids 

involved  So join¨ . 
 

There is a team working on school plays and    

musicals; Mrs. Tennett Adams helps do the       

carpentry, Miss Forte helped by giving feedback 

for the designing of the stage, and Mr. Sutherland 

purchased canvas and paint for the musical so 

Ms. Jarvis could paint an 18´ mural of the 

“Haunted Woods¨ for last years performance of 

“Into the Woods Junior¨. This year there is a lot 

more time, help and support to prepare for this 

performance. 

     

Mrs. Jarvis thinks people should be more involved 

in Turnaround Arts because everyone learns     

differently from each other and it reminds her of 

when she was younger. Art helps kids engage in 

school activities and with each other. She         

remembers being a student and a big reason she 

would go to school was so she could work on art 

projects. 
 

She says “It's fun teaching art but like other      

professions, It has its challenges”. “Nothing makes 

me happier than when a child shows me their 

work with a smile because they are proud of 

what they have done¨. 
 

She realized she wanted to teach art when she 

was in college; “I originally went to school for fine 

arts and illustration, but in my senior year at      

college we started to focus on business and     

aspects. I realized that was not for me, so I came 

home on vacation and someone asked me to 

volunteer at Hasbro children hospital for the RISD 

Museum on rounds teaching art lesson to sick  

patients.  I loved working with kids so much I de-

cided to get another degree in education and 

have been in Providence ever since.” 
 

Thank you Mrs. Jarvis for sitting with us and telling 

your story! 
 
 
         KRISSBEILY, AMBER & EMILY 

 

Art with Mrs. Jarvis 

  On October 11th, we interviewed Miss Forte on 

our school’s new musical called, “Hairspray Junior”. 

Hairspray Jr. is set in 1962. It follows a girl named Tracy 

through her life as wanting to be a dancer on TV, but 

also has to deal with racial issues along the way. 
 

Last year our school performed a play called ‘Into 

The Woods Jr.’ About 150 people showed up last 

year. Many people from different schools came to 

see this play and complimented that our play was 

one of the best they’ve ever seen. You might think 

150 is a lot but due to the amount of people in our 

school I think we can all do better in coming to this 

years musical.  

 

“Hairspray Jr.” contains lots of good music and   

dancing and because there are race issues in this 

musical but also in real life today, it helps us             

understand the situation a little bit more. 
 

Since this musical is set in 1962, there will be lots of 

cool costumes and props for everyone to wear and 

enjoy. You also never know, this musical can open up 

new doors for someone who’s never tried something 

like this before. You should try something new          

because you never know if in the end you would like 

to be an actress or actor. 
 

Miss Forte told us that she fell in love with acting when 

she got into college. There are a lot of big roles in this 

play but there are a couple small ones too. Even if 

you decide you don’t want to be in the musical itself 

you can always help backstage. She needs people 

to manage lights, costumes, and backgrounds.  

 

Performing in the play can also have a good effect 

on your grade. If you are seen doing a good job   

during the play Miss Forte or any other teacher can 

write you a good recommendation letter for any high 

school or college you would want to apply to.  

 

“Hairspray Jr.” is expected to air on stage by the end 

of March so come see the musical or even join!!  We 

can assure you, you’ll have lots of fun. 
 
                                       

                             

            JANET & FRANCHELLE 



My Grandmother’s Death 
  

 I woke up to the sun embracing me but also 
knocking me out of my sleep. My nine year old self 
was so ready to spend the day with my aunt Diana, 
my cousin Crystal and my sisters, Kandy and Kairy.  

 
The woman I called my aunt was actually my past  
baby sitter and my cousin was her daughter. I 
thought that nothing could ruin my day. We all had 
so much fun and my aunt even treated us to some 
things. It was the perfect day full of laughter and the 
people I love.  
 
So nothing could ruin my day, right?  Wrong ! 
 
We were eating and then all of a sudden my mom 
had called. I didn’t hear what she said but I could 
hear her voice breaking. I knew how strong my mom 
was so I just brushed it off. 
 
“Hola Olga que paso*?” my aunt had said with a   
vibrant smile.   *Hi Olga what happened* 
 
As my mom and aunt talked, her smile started to 
fade away. I didn’t think much of it once again      
because I had just thought it was something adults 
talk about so I didn’t worry myself too much. Even 
though I had brushed it off I had still sensed that 
something was wrong, so I had asked my aunt. 
 
“Qué pasó tía ¿por qué mami acaba de llamar?*”  
I had asked my aunt. 
*What happened auntie, why did mom just call?* 
 
“No te preocupes, cariño, pero tenemos que irnos 
ahora mismo*.” my aunt told us with worry in her 
voice. 
*Don’t worry sweetheart, but we have to leave right 
now* 
 
I didn’t really think it was serious because my      
parents disliked when we stayed out after dark so I 
just put it to the back of my mind. In my mind I 
thought we were just going to go home. 
 
“¿Vamos a volver a la casa*?” I had asked my aunt 
with worry in my voice. 
 
 

 
*Are we going back to the house?* 
 
No mi amor vamos a la casa de tu tía*.” she said as 
her voice shook in the slightest way. * No my love we 
are going to your aunt’s house.* 
 
While my aunt drove us to my other aunt’s house my 
cousin, sisters, and I conversed about what was  
happening. My mind was filled with thoughts about 
what happened and as we got closer to the house 
the more anxious I got. My body filled with fear and 
started to feel like jelly.  
 
I knew something was off, something terrible was 
about to happen. When we got to my aunt’s house I 
saw my mom standing outside I couldn’t really see 
her face. So I inched closer to her and I saw the worst 
thing in my life. Her eyes bloodshot, her breaths 
deep yet shallow, and her body unsteady. 
 
“Que paso mami?*” I asked my mom as my voice 
trembled.    *What happened mom?* 
 
¿Por qué lloras, dónde está la tía*?” I asked without 
letting my mom answer the other question. 
 
*Why are you crying, where is auntie*“ 
“Tu abuela ... está en un lugar mejor ahora?*” my 
mother had said as tears fell down her face. 
*Your grandmother … is in a better place now* 
 
¿Qué quieres decir con que ella está en un lugar 
mejor?*” I asked my mother. 
*What do you mean she is in a better place* 
 
“Ella murió…*” my mom said with worry in her voice.
    *She died* 
 
I wasn’t very close to my grandmother but it still 
hurt. I wish I had a chance to get closer to her. It was 
so sad that when I was getting close to her she was 
already gone. 
 
Now I don’t have grandparents to get close to, but I 
learned that I should never take people’s lives for 
granted because you never know when they will 
leave your life. 
            KIMBERLY B. 

 Student Spotlight: 7th grade Narrative 



Student Spotlight: 8th grade Memoir  

A Trip to the U.S 
 

 

 I got home from school on a winter afternoon and my sister went directly to the computer to 
watch videos with me since my brothers and cousins were sitting on the couch all together my 
sister and I sat at the table. An hour later my dad came home and he said he had something 
to announce. We all stopped doing our thing and payed attention to him. 
 
   “Today I went with me dad and mom to pay for the boys Jennifer and I.” my dad said with a 
smile on his face. 
 
         None of us really understood what he meant. 
 
   We are going to the U.S! He said. Everybody in the room started yelling and jumping. My 
mom started questioning him. “But what about me and Yesenia? When are you guys leaving?” 
My dad explained everything to her. “You and Yesenia will come next year, while the boys 
Jennifer and I will go this Dec. 29.” 
 
   Everybody in the room was happy except for my mom and my little sister Yesenia, they 
were worried because I was leaving without them and they didn’t want to let me go. “No!”    
Yesenia yelled with tears all over her face. “I don’t want you to go!” My sister and I had always 
been  together. 
 
   “Don’t worry.” I told her. “ I will call you every day, besides, we’ll see each other very soon.” 
Although I knew I would miss my sister and mom, I really wanted to go though, I couldn’t miss 
this opportunity, I was going to be able to start over, have a new beginning. 
 

December 29th  2015 
 

   As I walked down towards the plane with my brothers and dad I felt like I was dreaming. I 
felt butterflies in my stomach, I was so excited! I just knew that when I got to the U.S  
AMAZING things would happen, my life would change incredibly. I looked at my brothers and 
dad admiring their smiles, I knew they were feeling the same as I was feeling. I got on the 
plane and as  it started moving I looked out the window and although it was dark as a tunnel I 
could see the bright sun shining down the end. 
 
    Now I think about that incredible day and how it changed my life completely, and I realize I 
was right, my life did change for good and now I can always see the light which is called hope. 
I try to give that hope to others so it can change their lives just like it changed mine. 
 
 
                                JENNIFER G. P. 
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Follow Us! 

      

 

 

@gilbertstuartms 

 

 

      

@gilbertstuartmiddleschool 

 

 

          

@gilbertstuartmiddleschool 

 

 

Questions, comments,  

concerns? 

 

Have something you would like 
included in our next issue?  

 

Submit to                                      
jaycee.orellana@ppsd.org  

or stop by Room 201 

A big "shout-out" to all of Mr. Villiard's Period 1 & 2  

Robotics students who have just completed their shape 

programs and are now recording their speed, distance, 

and time data. Remember to always "Persevere in your 

Programming!" 

 

 

A big "shout-out" to all of Mr. Villiard's Period 4, 5 & 6  

Engineering students who have successfully completed 

their "Bridge Building" unit and have now begun their "Boat 

Building" unit.  Remember.....YOU are responsible to bring 

in the materials for your model boats.   

We start building soon!!! 

 

 

Finally, a HUGE shout out to Mrs. Orellana’s Period 1  

Publications class. You have gone above and beyond my 

expectations in creating this first issue, and I couldn’t be 

more proud of you all. Never stop exploring, questioning, 

and researching. Keep up the great work—this is just the 

beginning!  

 


